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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .56, applicant wishes to call the Examiner's attention to 
the reference cited on the attached form PTO-1449, namely U.S. patent 6,545,018 issued April 
8, 2003. 

Copy of this reference is enclosed herewith. 

Certification : That no item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification after making 
reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was 
known to any individual designated in §1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. 



The item of information referred to herein is U.S. patent 6,545,018 issued April 8, 2003. 



The Examiner is requested to reconsider the foregoing information in relation to this 
application and indicate that the reference was considered by returning a copy of the initialed 
PTO-1449form. 



Novartis 

Corporate Intellectual Property 
One Health Plaza, Building 430 
East Hanover, NJ 07936-1080 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Norbert Gruenfeld 
Agent for Applicant 
Reg. No. 30,061 
(862) 778-7853 
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End.: PTO- 1449 form 



